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1.0CAL STORMS 1)YRTKI: 1)ECEBfHER. 

The following notes of severe stornis have been 
ext-racted from the report of thc section direct,or, Vicks- 
burg, Miss. : 

On December 17, 1915, a series of severe lociil stornis 
or tornadoes passed over parts of Clark, Lnuclerdale, niicl 
Kemper Counties. The stornis aippenred zit nll points 
between 4 ani1 5 n. 111. tilid wert. ticroinpanircl hy inky 
black clouds of tlie usutil pendant formation, frequcnt 
electrical discharges. very high wind velocitirs, and 
heavy rninv followed. 'I'lie d i s  of the storins raiiwd 
from 50 to 500 pards in wi B tb.  There were f i  den& 
about 75 persons were injured, anti property loss esti- 
mated at, $200,000. Every building irr the vivinitp of 
Preston, Keniper Countv, was drmolislied. 

THE TORNADO OF DECEBIBER 17, 1915. IN EASTERN 
~ISSISSIPPI. 

By Dohi MCNEAL. Assistant Clbserver. 

[Dated: Weather nilrenu. Meridimi. Miss., Jnn. 7, 19115.1 

I n  concurrelice with the passing of n ryclonic area 
over Mississippi during the night of Dece~iiber 16 and the 
early morning of t,lie 1'7th n severc. lot+ st.onii &-its 
esperienccd over Clttrk: Imidcrclrcle, alicl krniper Coun- 
ties in eastern Mississippi. The deprr!ssion , nppeitring 
over nortlieastern Ilississippi and centrd Tenn essse, as 
bassad on t,he S n. in. report,s of Deceiiiber 17, qqx?u.recl to 
be a secondary ceit,cr of the storm then niovicg eiistvard 
over the Great Lakes. a1icl served to outline! u wdl-defi1ied 
md characteristic V-shaperi depression over tlit! sou tlierii 
States. 

'Thunder was l i e d  n t  the 31eridiii.n st,ti.t.ion daring t h n  
early morning, Im t. 110 iiiiusii a1 plienomen a wxc observed. 
The storm first appesrrd in violence its 11 t o r n d o  near 
Shubuta, in the sout.licrii portion of Clark Coullty. 
From here it nioverl north niid iiortlieastwtud in :I zigzng 
and erratic ~iiiiniler. and with decreasing riolr!we a.s It 
ripproached tlie innre iiiieveii topography of I.:iucler~lnlc. 
C;ounty. It nppeairctl t,o have spcrit it,self t i t  tellis point. 
bnt later. reappeared with cstreiiie vio1ctic.e ~ i twr  I.)nlr- 
ville, in tho nort.heni port,ioii of tsllc cnont4y. It. thtvi 
continiter1 in int,ensity,. and agn.in moved nort.lieast.~~.nrd 
in a broken and u n e n n  course :ic.rnss t.hc s ~ m i p y  and 
heavily fnrest,cd tireas of that section, 1e:iving rlcst.nic- 
tion in its wtke throughoilt a pat.11 rm$!ig in width froni 
50 to 800 yards. It WRY last observed in the vicinity of 
Geiger, Ala., \!rIiicli place ~iiarlrs the end of the path o€ 
serious daniaae. 

This t o r n d o  appeared hetwecn 4 and 5 a. m. at. all 
places throughout its coiirse, so that obaervntioiis of the. 
meteorolo ical elements were inconiplcte and lacking in 
detail. ..dl obserwrs agree, Iiowewr. that the clo!~ds 
mere inky 1il:tck; that  t)herc were frequar) tr electrical 
discharges wliicli , in some iiist.ztiices, were ol~se~rt?d as 
converging to R coiiinioii center: that, thv rlistur1)ancte 

assed at  a11 extreme relocity, n ~ i d  tl1:i.t the I I W ~  peitclaii t- 
Pornied cloud was presnut. No liail wits reported from 
any point, along the path of the stomi, but i i i  evi'rJ7 case 
heavy rains followed iiiiniediutely tis t.he high wiotls 
subsided. 

Throughout its pat,li, buildings were uiiroo€cd i)r mni- 
plet.ely demolished, and heavy t.inil>er WQS uprootd awl 
strewn about in a heterogeneous iiiaiiner with other 
d6bris. At Preston, practically the entire town was 

drst.royrd, and many persons were injured, although no 
dcatlis are reported. Five niiles east of Scooba, where 
the st,onii sceiiis to have developed its greatest violqnce, 
111.911y peculitw inciclen ts are related in connection with it. 
Here 1iiiil)s are said to liavc been torn from one side of 
pine trees, while on tlio other side tlie limbs and branches 
w-ero left iiitnct: one side of the roof of H, bani wns ton1 
wiiipletrly off , wliile t h  other side remained undamaged; 
oiir orik tree -1 feet in diaiiictcr wtts uprooted a.nd carried 
16 feet. riiid t.l!eri left rt?sting with the top >oiiithig toward 

was severely t.wisted :It (t point. 4 'feet al)ove tlic ground 
t ir id  left standing in this condition. 0nc  iustnnce is 
rt?lat4d wliere it is said t.liat, ti. uegro woniam \\-as picked 
from hsr bed arid dashed t.0 clcatli? while a 4-nionth-old 
child lying by her side renmiiied unhurt. In another 
IIOUSC, where all windows aiicl doors. were blown out, a 
c unrt of ciiiiiiecl fruit, in a glass container, was lifted from 
t i le iiinii te1 iece and deposited on the floor undamaged. 
A npgro cliIk1 was said to l ime been cnrricd a. distance of 
XIO feet hy tlie wind and lodged in a tree, diere it was 
found, ttftcr the st,onii had 

from this storiii at G --dl negroes--u-liile the number o 
persons in jurod will pro1ial)ly re& 75. Property loss, 
iiicliirliiig rlnm:igc to tiniber. is eat~iiiiilt.ri! at, $3(JO,OOO. 

t .11~ soutliwcat.. A i o t h r  oak tree 30 inc \ ies hi dinmeter 

msed, in n dying condition. 

9 ,lutlicnt.ic rcports p1ac.a t f: e iiumber of deaths resultin 
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